
LEED (Leadership in  Energy and 
Environmenta l  Des ign)  is  one of  the 
more wel l -known green bui ld ing 
cert i f icat ions in  the United States .  A 
LEED-cert i f ied bui ld ing meets 
str ingent  susta inabi l i ty  requirements 
in  severa l  d i f ferent  categor ies .  As 
expressed in  the tagl ine,  “Better 
bui ld ings are our  legacy,”  the LEED 
program seeks to encourage 
susta inable pract ices in  the way 
that  bui ld ings are p lanned, 
constructed,  mainta ined and 
operated.  LEED cert i f icat ion is 
overseen by the U.S .  Green Bui ld ing 
Counci l  (USGBC).

L E E D  G OA L S
According to the USGBC,  the goals 

for  any LEED project  are to :

• 	 Enhance indiv idual  human health 
and wel l -be ing,

• 	 Protect  and restore water 
resources ,

• 	 Protect ,  enhance and restore 
b iodivers i ty  and ecosystem 
serv ices ,

• 	 Promote susta inable and 
regenerat ive mater ia l  resources 
cycles , 

• 	 Reverse contr ibut ion to g lobal 
c l imate change,

• 	 Bui ld  a  greener  economy, 

• 	 Enhance socia l  equity, 
environmenta l  just ice,  and 
community qual i ty  of  l i fe .

Why would you want a  LEED-
cert i f ied bui lding or  project? 

Businesses and homeowners have 
var ious reasons for  seeking LEED 
cert i f icat ion .  A few of  the popular 
reasons inc lude: 

Sustainabi l i ty  –  Many companies 
are making susta inabi l i ty  a  core part 
of  the i r  bus iness p lan or  long-term 
goals .  A green bui ld ing is  a  way to 
demonstrate progress towards those 
goals . 

LEED AND WATER EFFICIENCY CREDITS

LEED Certification Overview & Credits for Water Usage June 2016

http://www.usgbc.org/leed
http://www.usgbc.org
http://www.usgbc.org


Government Incentives  –  Some c i t ies 
or  states offer  incent ives for  green 
bui ld ing pract ices .  For  example, 
Fannie Mae offers  lower interest  rates 
to mult i fami ly  propert ies  with a  LEED 
cert i f icat ion .

 

Long-Term Savings  –  More ef f ic ient 
bui ld ings and homes reduce operat ing 
costs :  lower energy b i l l s ,  lower water 
b i l l s .  Long-term savings often offset 
the costs  of  in i t ia l  investments . 

Publ ic  Relat ions  –  The abi l i ty  of 
companies to report  on pos i t ive 
environmenta l  pract ices to the press 
or  in  annual  reports  can be very 
powerfu l .  Adobe,  for  example,  has 
received pos i t ive press coverage for 
i ts  LEED cert i f icat ions in  mult ip le 
bui ld ings .  

Real  Estate Prof itabi l i ty  –  A bus iness 
case study examining the San Diego 
rea l  estate market  showed that  the 
overa l l  vacancy rate for  green 
bui ld ings was four  percent  lower than 
for  non-green propert ies—11 .7  percent , 
compared to 15 .7  percent .  The analys is 
a lso showed that  LEED-cert i f ied 
bui ld ings a lso rout ine ly  commanded 
the h ighest  rents .  (USGBC,  The 
Bus iness Case for  Green Bui ld ing) . 

Happier  Employees  –  LEED-cert i f ied 
bui ld ings are often bui l t  with features 
that  enhance the comfort  of  humans 
in  the bui ld ing,  such as more open 
spaces ,  large windows and 
thoughtfu l ly  located s i tes .   As study 
after  study has shown,  happy 
employees are more product ive 
employees . 

LEED cert i f icat ion demonstrates your 
organizat ion ’s  commitment to being a 
leader  in  susta inabi l i ty  and declares 
your  commitment to excel lence in 
operat ions ,  maintenance and 
construct ion .  Understanding how 
LEED cert i f icat ion works involves 
ca lcu lat ing and weight ing points 
across n ine d i f ferent  categor ies .

N I N E  C AT E G O R I E S  O F  
L E E D  P O I N T S
The U.S .  Green Bui ld ing Counci l  has 
created a point  system to measure 
whether  a  bui ld ing meets goals  for  a 
LEED project .  To receive cert i f icat ion , 
a  bui ld ing has to meet min imum 
requirements in  a  var iety of  areas ; 
then gain points  in  categor ies  that  are 
in  l ine with that  pro ject ’s  needs . 
Points  are awarded for  speci f ic 
achievements in  the fo l lowing areas . 
(Al l  def in i t ions courtesy of  the 
USGBC’s  LEED Credit  L ibrary) .

NINE CATEGORIES OF LEED 
CREDITS:

1 .  Locat ion & Transportat ion

This  category rewards thoughtfu l 
decis ions about bui ld ing locat ion ,  with 
credits  that  encourage compact 
development ,  a l ternat ive 
transportat ion ,  and connect ion with 
amenit ies  such as restaurants  and 
parks .

2.  Sustainable Sites

The Susta inable S i tes  category 
focuses on the environment 
surrounding the bui ld ing, 
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awarding credits  for  pro jects  that 
emphasize the v i ta l  re lat ionships 
among bui ld ings ,  ecosystems,  and 
ecosystem serv ices .  I t  focuses on 
restor ing project  s i te  e lements , 
integrat ing the s i te  with loca l  and 
regional  ecosystems,  and preserv ing 
the b iodivers i ty  that  natura l  systems  
re ly  on .

3.  Water  Eff ic iency

The Water  Eff ic iency sect ion 
addresses water  hol ist ica l ly,  looking at 
indoor use,  outdoor use,  specia l ized 
uses ,  and meter ing.  The sect ion is 
based on an “ef f ic iency f i rst ” 
approach to water  conservat ion .

4.  Energy & Atmosphere

The Energy and Atmosphere category 
approaches energy from a hol ist ic 
perspect ive,  address ing energy use 
reduct ion ,  energy-eff ic ient  des ign 
strategies ,  and renewable energy 
sources .

5.  Mater ia l  & Resources

The Mater ia ls  and Resources credit 
category focuses on min imiz ing the 
embodied energy and other  impacts 
associated with the extract ion , 
process ing,  t ransport ,  maintenance, 
and disposal  of  bui ld ing mater ia ls .  The 
requirements are des igned to support 
a  l i fe-cycle  approach that  improves 
performance and promotes resource 
ef f ic iency. 

6.  Indoor Environmental  Qual i ty

The Indoor Environmenta l  Qual i ty 
category rewards decis ions made by 

project  teams about indoor a i r  qual i ty 
and thermal ,  v isua l ,  and acoust ic 
comfort .  Green bui ld ings with good 
indoor environmenta l  qual i ty  protect 
the health and comfort  of  bui ld ing 
occupants .

7.  Innovation

Susta inable des ign strategies  and 
measures are constant ly  evolv ing and 
improving.  New technologies are 
cont inual ly  introduced to the 
marketplace,  and up-to-date sc ient i f ic 
research inf luences bui ld ing des ign 
strategies .  The purpose of  th is  LEED 
category is  to recognize projects  for 
innovat ive bui ld ing features and 
susta inable bui ld ing pract ices and 
strategies .

8.  Regional  Pr ior ity

Because some environmenta l  i ssues 
are part icu lar  to a  loca le ,  vo lunteers 
f rom USGBC chapters  and the LEED 
Internat ional  Roundtable have 
ident i f ied d ist inct  environmenta l 
pr ior i t ies  with in  the i r  areas and the 
credits  that  address those issues . 
These Regional  Pr ior i ty  credits 
encourage project  teams to focus on 
the i r  loca l  environmenta l  pr ior i t ies .

9.  Integrat ive Process 

Beginning in  pre-des ign and 
cont inuing throughout the des ign 
phases ,  ident i fy  and use opportunit ies 
to achieve synergies  across d isc ip l ines 
and bui ld ing systems

Depending on the type of  pro ject  
that  you are looking to cert i fy, 
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dif ferent  opt ions are avai lable  for 
ga in ing points  in  each of  these areas . 

W E I G H T I N G  O F  L E E D  P O I N T S

In  addit ion to categor ies ,  LEED points 
are weighted according to area of 
impact .  The top three weight ings are 
c l imate change,  human health ,  and 
water  resources .  The U.S .  Green 
Bui ld ing Counci l  has more deta i ls  on 
the weight ings .  The prominence of  the 
water  weight ing shows the importance 
of  having a water  p lan as  a  part  of 
your  LEED cert i f icat ion .

Earning LEED Credit  for  
Water  Eff ic iency 
In  the i r  overv iew of  the Water 
Eff ic iency (WE) credit ,  the USGBC 
offers  the fo l lowing descr ipt ion : 

The USGBC is  looking at  a  bui ld ing’s 
overa l l  water  ef f ic iency.  I t  encourages 
water  conservat ion ,  water  qual i ty 
protect ion ,  and the protect ion or 
restorat ion of  water  regimes and 
natura l  hydrologica l  cyc les .  Depending 
on the type of  bui ld ing that  you 
manage,  up to 12  LEED Water 
Eff ic iency points  are avai lable ,  with 
poss ib le  addit ional  points  i f  water 
issues are cons idered a pr ior i ty  in 
your  region .

Fol lowing are the areas that  LEED 
takes into cons iderat ion and some 
bas ic  informat ion about each sect ion* . 
Bui ld ings must  f i rst  fu l f i l l  certa in 
prerequis i tes  –  bas ic  leve ls  of 
ef f ic iency that  USGBC expects  for  any 
green bui ld ing (reasonably ef f ic ient 
f ixtures and appl iances ,  for  example) . 
Points  are then awarded for  water  use 
ef f ic iency over  and above those 
prerequis i tes . 

Indoor Water  Use
Points  re lated to indoor 
water  use are a l located for 
ef f ic iency in  f ixtures , 
appl iances ,  and processes . 
Examples of  i tems that 
contr ibute to the indoor 

water  use credit  inc lude:   decreas ing 
overa l l  indoor water  use beyond a 
g iven basel ine,  ef f ic ient  cool ing 
towers ,  ef fect ive meter ing (and 
therefore ef fect ive monitor ing) of 
water  systems. 
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*Note that  var ious types of  bui ld ings are e l ig ib le  for  d i f ferent  points  in  the LEED system.  This 
overv iew does not  cover  a l l  of  the ways in  which LEED WE credits  can be earned.  For  more 
deta i led informat ion re lated to your  project ,  v is i t  usgbc.org/LEED.

The Water  Eff ic iency (WE) 
sect ion addresses water 
hol ist ica l ly,  looking at  indoor 
use,  outdoor use,  specia l ized 
uses ,  and meter ing.  The 
sect ion is  based on an 
“ef f ic iency f i rst ”  approach to 
water  conservat ion .
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I rr igat ion Water
Many fac i l i t ies  use 
s igni f icant ly  more water 
than they need outdoors . 
Banyan Water  often sees 
propert ies  where landscape 

health can eas i ly  be mainta ined with 
less  than ha l f  of  the i r r igat ion water 
current ly  being used.  Recogniz ing 
th is ,  the USGBC focuses credits  for 
outdoor water  use on inte l l igent  ways 
to ca lcu late and mainta in  reasonable 
levels  of  water  use for  i r r igat ion . 

Some of  the methods that  they 
endorse inc lude: 

• 	 Creat ing landscapes that  require  no 
i r r igat ion beyond the water  that 
they need to become establ ished, 

• 	 Calcu lat ing reasonable “water 
budgets”  for  landscapes us ing the 

EPA’s  WaterSense Water  Budget 
Tool ,  and reducing use beyond the 
basel ine that  the EPA provides , 

• 	 Meter ing outdoor water  use and 
demonstrat ing s igni f icant  reduct ion 
f rom an establ ished basel ine.

The number of  points  avai lable  in 
each area and the level  of  importance 
of  each of  these ef forts  vary 
s igni f icant ly  depending on the type of 
bui ld ing that  is  be ing cert i f ied .  An 
ex ist ing reta i l  bu i ld ing,  for  example, 
may be e l ig ib le  to earn Water 
Eff ic iency credits  in  a  very d i f ferent 
way than a new mult i fami ly  hous ing 
development . 

The chart  be low summarizes Banyan 
Water ’s  research on the d i f ferent 
water  credits  avai lable  for  d i f ferent 
types of  bui ld ings .
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Cl ick here to download fu l l  chart
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Banyan Water  and LEED 
Cert i f icat ion 
Beyond LEED cert i f icat ion ,  you care 
about sav ing water  for  many reasons . 
LEED cert i f icat ion is  a  publ ic 
declarat ion that  conservat ion is  a 
pr ior i ty  for  you.  Banyan Water  he lps 
i ts  partners  conserve water  and earn 
credit  towards LEED Cert i f icat ion . 
Banyan Water  Inte l l igence TM  enables 
you to drast ica l ly  reduce water  use in 
order  to earn LEED points  and reduce 
costs .  The areas where Banyan can 
help you reduce water  use and earn 
LEED points  are not  l imited to,  but 
inc lude: 

• 	 Reducing outdoor water  use to 
below-basel ine through data-dr iven 
water ing techniques 

• 	 Monitor ing indoor water  use to meet 
bui ld ing- level  meter ing 
requirements

• 	 Highl ight ing areas ( indoor and 
outdoor)  where water  use is 
unusual ly  h igh and could eas i ly  be 
reduced 

• 	 Monitor ing cool ing tower water  use 
through f low monitor ing technology

•	 Detect ing leaks ,  inc luding di f f icu l t-
to-detect  s lab leaks ,  that  could be 
keeping you from meet ing water-use 
reduct ion targets

• 	 Provid ing a c lear  p icture of  where 
water  is  going on a property to 
ident i fy  ineff ic ient  systems

•	 Highl ight ing water-saving 
opportunit ies  across a  property, 
showing you which are the most 
important . 

Conclusion
Widely recognized as one of  the 
premier  green cert i f icat ions in  the U.S . 
and the wor ld ,  LEED cert i f icat ion 
helps bui ld ing managers to gain 
recognit ion ,  f inancia l  benef i ts ,  and 
press coverage for  the i r  ef forts 
towards susta inabi l i ty. 

Understanding LEED cert i f icat ion 
involves delv ing into a  complex 
col lect ion of  ru les  and points . 
Becoming fami l iar  with th is  structure 
enables you to set  goals  for  your 
fac i l i t ies  and prepare for 
conversat ions with LEED cert i f icat ion 
consultants .

Water  ef f ic iency commands the th i rd 
most  LEED points  of  a l l  weight ings . 
Pr ior i t ize water  ef f ic iency and earn 
those cr i t ica l  points .  Gain more than 
LEED cert i f icat ion .  Save money in  the 
process .   I t ’s  just  smart  bus iness .
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Find more water-related news and 
information at www.banyanwater.com

http://www.banyanwater.com/?utm_source=inbound&utm_medium=white-paper&utm_campaign=LEED

