
You’re prepar ing your  property for 
the summer months :  gett ing the AC 
tuned-up,  p lant ing f lowers ,  and 
ensur ing your  bui ld ing is  in  good 
shape so that  your  energy b i l l s 
won’t  skyrocket .  Whi le  you’re 
prepar ing for  warmer weather,  i t ’s 
t ime to de-winter ize and inspect 
your  spr ink ler  system.  Doing so can 
save s igni f icant ly  on water  b i l l s  and 
avoid cost ly  repairs .

Did you know that  an i r r igat ion 
system with a  leak 1/32nd of  an inch 
in  d iameter  (about the th ickness of 
a  d ime) can waste about 6 ,300 
gal lons of  water  per  month?

System eff ic iency is  the key to 
ef fect ive water  conservat ion . 
Regardless  of  the type of  system 
you use,  there are s imple th ings you 
can do to ensure that  the r ight 
amount of  water  gets  where i t  i s 
needed and you avoid unnecessary 
costs  and headaches . 

S P R I N G  M A I N T E N A N C E 
C H E C K L I S T
• 	 Close a l l  manual  dra ins  that  were 

left  open when your  i r r igat ion 
system was winter ized.

• 	 Open the main va lve in  a  s low and 
gradual  manner,  a l lowing the 
p ip ing between i t  and the 
backf low prevent ion assembly to 
f i l l  with water.

• 	 Pressur ize the main l ine f rom the 
backf low prevent ion assembly to 
the contro l  va lves .  Have one of 
the contro l  va lves open whi le  you 
do th is  so the a i r  t rapped in  the 
p ip ing can escape through the 
spr ink ler  heads as  the p ipes f i l l 
with water.

• 	 Have the cross-connect ion 
assembly,  or  back-f low,  tested by 
a state cert i f ied tester.  Make sure 
you contact  a  l icensed 
profess ional  who specia l izes in 
backf low test ing.  You can v is i t 
your  c i ty ’s  website  for  a  fu l l  l i st 
of  cert i f ied technic ians .

• 	 Replace the back-up battery on 
the contro l ler.

• 	 Adjust  the date/t ime on your 
contro l ler  i f  needed.

• 	 Run the ent i re  spr ink ler  system, 
one zone at  a  t ime.  As you do 
th is ,  check for  the fo l lowing:

• 	 S igns of  poss ib le  leaks ,

• 	 Damaged spr ink ler  heads or 
p ip ing which could have 
occurred over  the winter, 
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• 	 Accurate spray patterns -  Adjust 
your  spr ink ler  heads so they 
water  your  landscape and not 
s idewalks  or  pavement .  Make sure 
the i r  spray isn ’ t  b locked by 
p lants ,  uncut  grass ,  or  other 
mater ia ls ,

• 	 Al l  rotor  or  impact  spr ink ler 
heads are,  in  fact ,  rotat ing,

• 	 Main l ine leaks or  seeping va lves .

After  you have gone through the 
checkl ist  above,  the next  steps are to 
c lean c logged nozzles  and spr ink ler 
heads to ensure proper  coverage. 
Then,  i t ’s  a  good idea to ensure that 
you’re  f ree of  leaks in  your  main l ine 
by turn ing off  a l l  water  ins ide or 
outs ide your  bui ld ing and making sure 
the red tr iangle and/or  numbers on 
your  meter  gauge outs ide are not 
moving.

A Few Easy Tips & Tr icks on 
Conserving Water :

• 	 Check with your  water  provider  to 

make sure you’re  fo l lowing the 
current  water  restr ict ions .  Proper 
schedul ing on your  i r r igat ion system 
is  a  very important  part  in  he lp ing 
conserve water  and keeping your 
water  b i l l  lower in  the summer 
months . 

• 	 Insta l l  a  ra in  sensor  i f  you don’t 
a l ready have one.  Rain sensors  are 
des igned to shut  off  spr ink ler 
systems when ra infa l l  reaches a 
preset  amount ,  typica l ly  1/4 inch .  
Once the moisture level  subs ides , 
the sensor  re-enables the spr ink ler 
system,  resuming the upcoming 
water ing schedule.  Rain sensors 
should be mounted in  an 
unobstructed area exposed to open 
sky -  min imiz ing the potent ia l  for 
fa l len leaves or  other  debr is  f rom 
blocking the sensor.

Once you’re  done,  you wi l l  be in  good 
shape for  summer.  These steps keep 
your  system running wel l ,  save water 
and get  ahead of  unwelcome 
surpr ises .

Be Prepared for Summer: Irrigation  April 2016

Find more water-related news and 
information at www.banyanwater.com

http://www.banyanwater.com

