
You’ve a l ready seen the impact  of 
drought and water  shortages .  
Increas ing faster  than any other 
ut i l i ty,  the pr ice of  water  outpaces 
e lectr ic i ty  and gas .  Accelerated by 
t iered pr ic ing,  water  rates are 
shoot ing up.  Supply is  more ominous 
than pr ice in  some markets  where 
water  restr ict ions are imposed with 
steep f ines for  v io lat ions .

Populat ion and land development are 
increas ing whi le  the water  supply 
isn ’ t .  About 70% of  the wor ld is 
covered by water  but  less  than 3% of 
th is  is  f resh water.   Of  th is ,  70% is 
f rozen as snow and ice and 29% l ies 
underground.   This  leaves less  than 1% 
readi ly  access ib le  for  human 
consumption . 

Advanced planning is  essent ia l  for 
smooth bus iness operat ions .  Many 
companies a l ready have susta inabi l i ty 
departments that  are work ing on 

water  conservat ion .   Whether 
mot ivated by susta inabi l i ty  or 
bus iness v iabi l i ty,  having a long term 
water  p lan is  essent ia l .

F l int ,  Michigan shows the importance 
of  carefu l  p lanning.  C i ty  off ic ia ls  were 
try ing to reduce the cost  of  water. 
The result :   lead poisoning the water 
supply.  Now,  both res idents  and 
bus inesses in  F l int  are wrest l ing with 
the issues of  a  poor ly  p lanned water 
strategy.

P lanning for  your  bus iness is  cr i t ica l 
cons ider ing the percentage of  water 
consumed by industry.  Wor ldwide, 
70% of  water  usage is  for  agr icu l ture, 
22% for  industry and 8% is  domest ic 
(WBCSD).  According to the United 
Nat ions ,  by 2025,  an est imated 1 .8 
b i l l ion people wi l l  l ive in  areas of 
water  scarc i ty,  with two-th i rds of  the 
wor ld ’s  populat ion l iv ing in  water-
stressed regions . 
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Addit ional ly,  water,  energy and power 
are interdependent .   Water  is  used to 
susta in  l i fe ,  for  food product ion , 
industry and transport .   Water  is  used 
in  the home and off ice,  and to i r r igate 
our  landscapes .   Water  is  a lso used to 
generate power.   Depending on the 
energy product ion method th is  can be 
thousands of  ga l lons per  MWH.  
Energy is  required to acquire ,  c lean , 
t ransport  and recycle  water.   So as  we 
use more water,  we need more energy, 
which in  turn requires  more water !  

S O L U T I O N S  AT  H A N D
Start implementing some solutions already 
available. For example:

•  Reduce energy consumption .  LED 
l ight ing,  insu lat ion ,  so lar  panels  and 
other  energy savings reduces water 
usage as wel l  due to the 
interdependent nature of  power and 
water.

•  Use brackish and sea water  in 
min ing and manufactur ing reduces 
the demand on the f reshwater 
suppl ies .  

•  Implement manufactur ing 
technologies that  use less  water, 
increase water  recycl ing and reduce 
pol lut ion .

•  Desal inat ion of  groundwater  f rom 
coasta l  aqui fers  instead of  seawater 
has the potent ia l  to provide a more 
ef f ic ient  method of  f reshwater 
product ion .   I t  could a lso reduce the 
intrus ion of  sa l twater  into f resh 
groundwater.

•  Improve infrastructure to reduce 
p lumbing leaks .  According to the 
EPA,  the US loses an est imated 16% 
of  the dr ink ing water  every day due 
to leaks .  

•  Opt imize i r r igat ion levels .  The EPA 
est imates that  50% of  water  used 
for  landscape i r r igat ion is  wasted.  

B U I L D  YO U R  P L A N
Start  developing a water  p lan for  your 
bus iness .  With 92% of  water  use going 
to industry and agr icu l ture,  a  robust 
p lan is  essent ia l  for  the susta inabi l i ty 
of  your  bus iness .  Ident i fy  water  leaks 
and excess ive i r r igat ion through a 
water  audit .  Understand the long-term 
water  supply of  your  region and bui ld 
a  p lan for  reducing water 
consumption .  Making your  bus inesses 
more susta inable a lso makes the water 
supply more susta inable.  Develop a 
p lan that  g ives you a compet i t ive 
edge over  companies who aren ’ t 
making a p lan .


